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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 August 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[gl This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 0 Claim(s) 1,3-5, 7-12.20-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4 and 21 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.3,5,7-12,20.22-29 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Clajm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement- 
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9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(aj). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3,5,7,8,9,10,11,12,20,22,23,26, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nagayama et al (USPN 5854149). Nagayama et 
al teach the claimed process as evidenced at col 1, Ins 10-15; col 3, Ins 25-30; col 4, Ins 
58-65; col 6, Ins 35-45; col 10, Ins 42-55; col 12, In 58-col 15, In 30; col 18, Ins 43-52; 
col 22, Ins 41-62col 24. In 15-col 25, In 23; and figs 1-21 . It should be noted that the 
foam layer of the skin of Nagayama et al constitutes the claimed core layer. It should 
also be noted that the stampable sheet or light weight stampable sheet (thermoplastic 
resin film) of Nagayama et al constitutes the claimed reinforcement layer. In regard to 
claim 10, such is taught at col 17, Ins 16-38. In regard to a decorative layer/skin being 
applied to one of the first and second sides of the sandwich, such is shown at figs 5 and 
6. In regard to claim 28, it should be noted that the two-layered reinforcement is taught 
at col 13, Ins 1-10. In regard to claim 29, such is taught at col 13, Ins 1-10 and fig 4. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 24, 25 arid 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nagayama et al (USPN 5854149). The above teachings of Nagayama et al are 
incorporated hereinafter. Nagayama et al. however, do not teach using the same foam 
material for both the core layer and the element; using material for the element having 
the claimed softening temperature; and applying heat from a heat press during the 
molding operation. In regard to using the same foam material for both the core layer 
and the element, such is a mere obvious mafter of choice dependent on the desired 
final product and of little patentanble consequence to the claimed process since it is not 
a manipulative feature or step of the claimed process. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
same material for the core layer and element in order to ensure a proper bond between 
the layer and element. In regard to using material for the element having the claimed 
softening temperature, such is a mere obvious matter of choice dependent on the 
desired final product and of little patentanble consequence to the claimed process since 
it is not a manipulative feature or step of the claimed process. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an 
element having the claimed softening temperature in the process of Nagayama et al .in 
order to form a high quality element. In regard to applying heat frtom a heat press 
during the molding operation, such is well-known in the molding art to apply heat to 
laminate layers. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply heat through the press in order to facilitate the 
laminating of the layers. 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,3,5, 7-12.20, and 22-29 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art: USPN 6375778; 
and JP 10338082 A. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EDMUND H. LEE whose telephone number is 
571.272.1204. The examiner can norhially be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY 
FROM 9AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be reached on 571.272.1 196. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner. 
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